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SECOND REPORT 

OF THE 

SELECT COMMITTEE 

ON THE 

HOLYHEAD AND LIVERPOOL ROADS. 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 9 July 1830. 



THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the 
Amount of all sums of Money received, expended and repaid by 
the Commissioners for the Improvement of the Holyhead and 
Liverpool Roads, distinguishing the Sums applied to the several 
Districts of these Roads ; into the Amount of each Contract, the 
Amount paid, and to whom paid ; into all Salaries, Travelling 
Charges and other Allowances, paid under the direction of the 
Commissioners ; and into the additional Tolls levied for the 
repayment of Loans : — also, to inquire into the Progress made 
in carrying into execution the recommendations of former Com- 
mittees appointed for the purpose of inquiring into the means of 
improving the Communication between London and Dublin, 
and between the Northern Parts of England and Dublin ; and to 
report their Observations thereupon, and upon what further 
Improvements may be made, together with the Minutes of the 
Evidence taken before them, from time to time to The House, 
- Have examined into the Matters to them referred, and 
have agreed to the following REPORT : 

TT appears that Committees were appointed for the purpose of inquiring into 
the means of improving the Communication between London and Dublin 
m the years 1810, i8n, 1815, 1816, 1817, 1819, 1820 and 1822, and that 
the measures recommended prior to 1822, as to forming Packet Harbours at 
Holyhead and Howth, building Bridges over the Menai Straits and the River 
Conway, and improving the Road in North Wales, and as to the greater part of 
the Improvements recommended to be made in the Road between Wales and 
London, have been carried into execution. 



The Committee of 1822 recommended in their Fourth Report, that a new 
Line of Road should be made from Stonebridge to Wednesbury, by which two 
miles would be saved, and the hills avoided at Small Heath, Birmingham, Soho 
and Bromwich. They also recommended that a new Road should be made 
from Watling-street, through Wellington, to Chirk, by which seven miles 
would be saved ; neither of these improvements have been carried into effect 
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It appears, that of the various other Improvements proposed by Mr. Telford 
in his Reports upon the Road from London to North Wales, the following 
remain to be carried into execution: 1st, The lowering of the Hills between 
Highgate and Whetstone, in the Barnet and Whetstone Trust; 2d, the lowering 
of Flamstead Hill, in the Dunstable Trust ; 3d, the lowering of the Denbigh 
Arms Hill, in the Hockliffe and Stratford Trust ; 4th, the lowering of the Hills 
at Geese Bridge and embanking across the Valley, in the Stratford and Dun- 
church Trust ; 5th, the making of a new Piece of Road to avoid the Streets of 
Coventry, in the Dunchurch and Stonebridge Trust. 

If the above-mentioned new Roads and improvements were carried into execu- 
tion, a saving of at least one hour and a half might be made in the time necessary 
for carrying the London Mail to Holyhead ; and if in addition to this saving of time, 
a further saving were effected by making the Mail travel as fast as it may now 
do with perfect ease and safety, the time of its arrival at Holyhead would allow 
the Packet to sail some hours sooner than at present. 

The Committee of 1822, in their Fifth Report, recommended several reforms 
with respect to the Steam Packets at Holyhead. How far the same have been 
carried into effect, will appear from the following Return received from the 
Post-office. 



A RETURN showing what Alterations have taken place since the Report of the 
Committee on Holyhead Roads, &c. in 1822, with respect to 

1 . — The size of the Packets on the Holyhead Station. 

2. — The power of their Engines. 

3. — The superintendence of the Engines on shore and on board the Packets. 

4. — The number of their Crews. 

5. — The number of Boats carried in each Packet. 

6. — The Fares charged for Passengers, Carriages, Horses and Parcels. 

7. — The time of the arrival of the London and Liverpool Mails at Holyhead, and 

the time of sailing of the Packets. 



1. — Size of the Packets: 

A larger class of vessels has been introduced at Holyhead since 1822 ; they are from 230 
to 237 tons burthen. 

2. — Power of Engines : 

Measures are in progress for giving additional power to the machinery of the packets, 
without prejudice to their buoyancy and draught of water. The power will be increased 
from 80 to 100 horses. The alteration has been already adopted in one of the packets, 
and has been found to succeed. 

3. — Superintendence of Engines: 

An establishment has been formed at Holyhead for the repair and refit of the machinery, 
under a competent engineer, who has the superintendence of the engines generally, subject 
to the control and responsibility of the agent. 

4. — Crews : 

The crew consists of thirteen in Summer and fourteen in Winter. 

5. — Boats : 

There has not been any alteration in the number of boats carried in each packet. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



ON THE HOLYHEAD AND. LIVERPOOL ROADS. 



3 



I 



6.— Fares : 

The Fares have been reduced since the Rfeport of the Commissioners! in 1822, as will 
be seen by the. following comparative .Statement. 



Cabin Passengers and Female Servants 1 

Deck Passengers - -. _ __ _ _ _ . . __ 

Men Servants and Children ______ _ 

Four-wheeled Carriage - - - _ _ _ 3 

Shipping ditto - - - - _ _ _ _ 

Chaise 2 

Shipping ditto - _ _ 

Two-wheeled Carriage - . - - - - 1 

Shipping ditto ________ _ 

A Horse a 

Shipping ditto 



5 , 

5 

12 

5 

10 

10 

10 

10 

5 

10 

5 



d j £. s. d. 

- 1 , 1 - 

- , - 5 - 

6 - 10 6 

22- 
6 ( - 10 6 

2 2 - 

6 - 10 6 

- .1.1- 

“ 5 - 

- 11- 

- 3 6 



The Postmaster General has authorized a proposition to the Lords of the Treasury, for 
a further and considerable reduction. 



7. — Arrival of Mails, and Despatch of Packets: 

In June 1822, the London Mail reached Holyhead at 6.45. a. M. The Liverpool Mail 
arrived at 6. 55. a. m. ; and the Packet sailed at 7, or shortly after. 

In 1830, the London Mail reaches Holyhead at 1.5. a. m., by. Holyhead time; and the 
Packet puts to sea in about 25 minutes afterwards. 

The Liverpool Mail arrives at 7.5. a. m. ; and the Packet sails at 8. 

The Postmaster General has directed an attempt to be made to accelerate the London 
Mail Coach to Holyhead, and the consequent despatch of the Packet to Ireland. 



General Post-Office, q 
7th July 1830. J 



G. H. Freeling, 

Ass* Sec r . 



The combined effect of improving the Road in the manner pointed out, and of 
increasing the speed of the Mail Coach, and of the saving of time in making the 
passage in consequence of having engines of greater power, should be to have the 
London letters arrive at the Post-office in Dublin between six and seven o’clock 
in the morning, instead of at half past nine o’clock, which is the hour at which 
on an average it now arrives in Dublin. 

With the view of ascertaining what public advantage would be obtained by 
having the London letters despatched from Holyhead at 1 1 o’clock p. m., the 
Committee called upon the Post-office for the following Return : 
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A RETURN, showing at what Hour the London Letters would arrive at the following 
Places, on the supposition that the Packet could be despatched at 11 o’clock, p. m., 
by Holyhead time, and that Day Mails were established to carry forward the London 
Letters at the rate of Nine Miles an Hour; viz. at Dublin, Waterford, Belfast, Cork, 
Limerick, Sligo, Derry, according to the times of the above Places Also, A RETURN, 
showing the Hour at which Letters for London would be despatched from the aforesaid 
Places, according to the same times, on the supposition of such Coaches being 
established, and of the Holyhead Mail Coach leaving Holyhead at 3 o’clock a. m. 



Day and Hour at 
Arrive a 


which London Letters of Monday would 
the under-mentioned Places. 


so 


Hours of Departure, 
as to reach Dublin at 5, p. m. 


Dublin - - 


Days. 

Wednesday 


Hours. 

7. 0. A.M. 


Waterford 


7. 30. a. m. same day. 


Waterford - 


- ditto 


6.30. P.M. 


Belfast 


6. 20. — 


Belfast 


- ditto 


7. 20. - 


Cork - 


- 12.45. — 


Cork - - 


Thursday 


I.45. A.M. 


Limerick 


4. 20. — 


Limerick - 


Wednesday 


9.20. P.M. 


Sligo - 


- 3- 46- — 


Sligo - - 


- ditto 


IO.45. “ 


Derry - 


- 1-45- — 


Derry - - 


Thursday 


12.45. A.M. 







THE above calculation is made, allowing seven hours for the sea passage each way; 
one hour between the arrival in Dublin and the despatch to Howth ; an hour for the 
journey between Dublin and Howth ; and one hour between the arrival at Holyhead 
and the despatch of the London coach. 

Thos Usher, 

a 9 th June 1830. pro Sup , Mail Coache3 . 



With respect to the communication between the Northern parts of England 
and Dublin, the Committee find, from Mr. Telford’s Reports, that that part of 
the Road which lies between Conway and Bangor, has been so far new made 
as now to be a very good Road, and free from all difficulty and danger. In the 
Session of 1825, an Estimate was approved of by the House, of £. 34,125 for 
improving this Road, as well as for making a new Road to avoid Penman Rhos 
Hill. This latter work has not been done, but it is very desirable that it should 
be proceeded with, as the Road over this Hill is in an extremely dangerous state. 

The Committee find that no works have as yet been undertaken by the Parlia- 
mentary Commissioners for the improvement of the Road from London to 
Liverpool, although it appears from plans and documents before the House, that 
several very considerable improvements are practicable. 

The Committee consider it very desirable that the same plan of advancing 
money out of the Consolidated Fund, to be repaid by additional tolls, which has 

been 
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been acted upon on the Holyhead Road, should be pursued with respect to the 
Liverpool Road, and that steps should be taken in the next Session for making 
such of those new Roads between London and Lichfield, and between Newcastle 
and Liverpool, which are pointed out in the Maps of Mr. Telford, as may seem 
to be the best calculated to promote the convenience of the public. 
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